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Church Family, 

 

Peace and grace to all of you! This is the time of year we start gearing up for school again. Students  
shopping for their favorite school supplies, and purchasing all those pricey books before heading to  
college. This particular year, however, there are a plethora of new concerns that go along with the many 
anticipations that returning to school already presents. We want all of our students and parents to know 
we are praying for them as they return to their classmates and teachers this month. I understand and  
empathize with how much school means to the overall health and mental well-being of our children and 
our community. Please know we are praying for safety, wisdom and compassion for all of our students and 
teachers, and their families. As we would any year, we ask God to watch over them, guiding their path with 
light and holding them in grace.  

 

It is with great joy and enthusiasm to welcome our new Director of Music Ministry, Dale Nickell and his wife 
Charlotte, in worship on Sunday, August 9th. Dale and Charlotte are coming to us from  
Rochester, NY, where Dale has completed his Masters studies in organ performance at Eastman School of 
Music. Dale and Charlotte are both from Golden, Colorado and attended the same high school growing up. 
Please join us as we welcome them into our church family.  

 

Eric Wyse, our principal organist for the last four years, will continue with us throughout the month of  
August. He will work alongside Dale as he becomes more settled in. These next few weeks will be important 
to show our gratitude for Eric and his many spiritual and musical gifts in worship leadership. Eric’s last  
Sunday will be August 30, 2020.  

 

“Rejoice, in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice!” 

for the new and holy things God is doing in our midst.  

 

This month continue to pray for our students, teachers and their families.  

Peace, Len 

 

“God has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you, but to do justice, 

and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” Micah 6:8             
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Sermon Series 



Deacons  Congregational Care & Service 

These Days Daily Devotions for July, August, and 

September are available on the table in the  

gathering area and Narthex. If you would like one 

mailed to you, please call the church office at  

388-1985 or email Renea rfosterfpc@gmail.com.  

If you would like a mask to wear, 
you may pick one up in the Narthex 
or in the Gathering Space. These 
are reversible and washable. 
Thanks to Judy Richcreek for  
making them and donating them to 
the church. 

Our Church uses a prayer chain when we are made aware of prayer 

requests and concerns. If you would like to be added to the prayer 

chain, please email Renea at rfosterfpc@gmail.com. 

Dear Friends at First Presbyterian, 

 

I have received word from Camp NaCoMe that a gen-

erous gift has been given to the camp in my honor 

from First Presbyterian Church.  I am inexpressibly 

grateful for this gift to one of my favorite places on 

earth!  Thank you for your kind recognition. 

I have completed my call as transitional pastor at Harvey Browne Presbyterian Church in  

Louisville KY, and now have taken the status of Old Retired Guy.  Nancy and I will continue to 

live near grandchildren in Louisville. 

Perhaps once the crisis with this virus subsides (who knows when that will be?), we will have 

a chance to come for a visit.  Until then, know that I hold you in a special place in my 

heart.  May God's grace be with you. 

 

Bill Williamson  

mailto:rfosterfpc@gmail.com


Deacons 
 Mission 

Project Joy 

School Learning Bags Update 

Each year our church supports children in Harlan, Kentucky by providing learning bags that 

are distributed in the month of October. Due to Covid-19 things will be a bit different this 

year. We will not be able to distribute individual learning bags as we normally do because 

mass gatherings are not allowed in Kentucky, however, we will be collecting school supplies 

that will be distributed to two schools in Harlan, each school will then distribute the sup-

plies to children in need.  

Below is a list of supplies for those of you who might be shopping and would like to pick up 

extra supplies to donate. For those of you that would like to help but do not want to shop 

due to Covid-19 we are collecting money to purchase supplies in bulk. If you would like to 

provide a monetary donation, please put “Project Joy” in the memo line of your check and 

bring it by or mail it to the church at 801 S. High Street Columbia, TN 38401.   

Pre-K K-2nd Grade 3rd-5th Grade 6th-12th Grade 

Wide-Rule Loose Leaf Paper Wide-Rule Loose Leaf Paper Wide-Rule Loose Leaf Paper College Rule Loose-Leaf Paper 

Coloring Book Reading Books (K-2nd Level) Composition Book College Rule Spiral Notebook 

Box of Jumbo Crayons Crayons Wide Rule Spiral Notebook Colored Pencils 

Scribble Pad Coloring Book Crayons Reading Books 
  

Primary Story Books 
(Books about animals, colors, 
shapes, numbers, or cars & 
trucks) 

Scribble Pad Reading Books (chapter books) 
  
Kids crossword or word-find 
activity book 
  
1” 3-Ring Binder 

Crossword or word-find puzzle 
book 
  
1” 3-Ring Binder 
  
Graph Paper 

Supply Lists 



Ruling Elders  Deacons  

Jim Ross Janice English 

Michael McAlister Zach Maddox 

Dawn Taylor Sharon Shaw 

Dan Garman Houston Jameson 

Dorothy Duncan  

 
Welcome Church Officers! 

Church Officers Class of 2023 

First Presbyterian Church is responsible for cooking and serving to-go meals for the People's 

Table at First United Methodist Church each Friday in August. We need your help! If you are 

willing to cook or volunteer in the kitchen or serve the to-go meals, please contact the 

church office at (931) 388-1985.  We will make every effort to limit volunteers to 5-6 so we 

can be safe and social distance. Thank you!  

 
Deacons 

On-Line Giving  

We hope you have found the new On-Line Giving link on our website to be helpful.  The link 

is located on the top of the home page where other menu items are found.  It will direct you 

to a secure site made available through a collaborating partner of the Presbyterian 

Foundation. Members and visitors can make a one-time, recurring, or memorial gift using a 

debit or credit card.  Anyone can manage their personal giving as a “guest” or by setting up 

an account.  A 1% fee will be assessed, which is normally 2%, but due to COVID-19 it has 

been reduced. This charge is on each transaction and will be absorbed by the church.  You 

can designate your gift to someone’s memory or to a specific fund by entering that  

information in the Notes section on the payment page.    



 Q & A with Eric Wyse 
What is the plan for the next chapter of your life? And, will you continue to use your 
gifts of music? 
 
Since coming to First Presbyterian I have started a second career in Real Estate which 
I have grown to love. My work will be real estate full-time - but I will also spend time 
once this pandemic subsides, with my 7 month old  
granddaughter Lily, who lives in Boston with my son and daughter-in-law. As time 
permits, I hope to return to teaching one class a semester at Belmont University as 
an adjunct in the Music Business department. While I do not envision taking a per-
manent position with a church as organist, I will be available as a substitute organist 
for churches in the area on occasion. I will continue as Dean of the Nashville Chapter 
of the American Guild of Organists for 2020-21, and continue to volunteer with that 

organization. I will rejoin the Vanderbilt Community Choir once we resume after the pandemic.  And, I also hope to 
spend more time composing, and  arranging choral music, with an emphasis on  
American folk songs. 
 
We can describe to you how hearing you play lifts our spirits to God. Please describe for us what it has been like  
leading our worship from and playing the Carolyn Fisher organ? (Is that possible?) 

Every Sunday when I have sat at the organ console, it is an absolute joy to play the instrument. The most fulfilling is 
when the  voices of the congregation join the sound of the organ–both majestic songs of praise and reflective songs of 
devotion. With the choir leading, I recall the angelic sound of the soaring descant on the last verse of so many of our 
great hymns, the simple beauty of “Jesus Loves Me” after a baptism, as well as the rich accompaniment of the organ on 
the choir anthem. The instrument is also a delight to play when performing the voluntaries, and  
accompanying soloists - voice or instruments. 

In your years of shared ministry with FPC where or when have you seen the fingerprints of God?   

I have experienced God’s presence in so many ways - what comes to mind includes the celebration of  
Easter Mornings, Christmas Eve services, our joint Good Friday service with the combined choirs of First Methodist and 
St. Peters, the many funerals that have celebrated the lives of our church members (especially Murray Miles), as well as 
the weekly gatherings. I’ve seen it in the lives of our incredible staff, and in the generous hospitality around a meal on 
occasion with many of you. I have also experienced it in the ministry of the People’s Table, our joint holy week services, 
the Family Center Christmas program, as well as VBS, Children’s sermons, children’s choirs, NaCoMe service, and  
perhaps most importantly, in the many kind words and acts of encouragement and appreciation over the years from 
the member of this church who have loved me well.  Thank you. 

What are you looking forward to on your first Sunday off? (A fun one). 

I will not set an alarm the evening before, and after a cup of coffee on my balcony, I will head to an outdoor brunch 

with my daughter Anna, all at a leisurely pace. 

To the Church, 

 

I am grateful for the four years of ministry we have shared together. As a congregation, you have been incredibly  
welcoming, gracious, and supportive, and I thank you. It has been a joy to serve this church, and I am delighted that 
you are in such good hands with Dale coming on board as Music Director. He is an exceptionally talented musician who 
brings a wealth of gifts to the church - you are in for a treat! While I will not be worshipping with you weekly, I hope to 
be with you on occasion as time permits, and will look forward to seeing you then.  

Grace and Peace, 
Eric 


