November 2021

Heard on High
FPC Columbia’s Heard on High is published monthly for all members and friends of First Presbyterian Church
I write this newsletter from Mexico. I have traveled from Nashville, TN to Mexico City and now to Merida, Mexico. In
other words, I have left the temperate climate of Tennessee for the high elevation of Mexico City (7,100 feet) and
then to the humid and hot weather of the Yucatan Peninsula in Merida. All week I have been surrounded by sisters
and brothers of the faith who have a deep love for Jesus Christ. We have worshipped, shared, eaten and bonded. It is
my first visit here, and it has been delightful.
Naturally, as in any different cultural context there are adjustments one must make along the way. We have just finished a visit to San Pablo Seminary in Merida about thirty minutes from the Gulf of Mexico. Our meetings have been
in the main gathering area in the seminary. There is no air conditioning and its 93 degrees. Of course, we want something to cool to drink that might help us, but we can’t have ice because of the water problems throughout Mexico. On
top of all this, we must soon travel to a hospital for our COVID test in order to fly back to the United States. The
testing adds another layer of anxiety because a positive test will keep you in Mexico for another ten days at your own
expense. However, these are minor problems compared the surpassing joy of meeting other committed Christians in
the work of our Lord Jesus Christ. I have seen some phenomenal ministry in the last five days that gives me great confidence in the work of the church and the spread of the Gospel. Come join me on any of these trips. You will be encouraged!
The Presbyterian Church of Mexico has 2.1 million members and 66,000 churches. It is much bigger than the PCUSA
with its 1.2 million members in 9,500 churches. The Presbyterian Church of Mexico is a denomination of small
churches as is the PCUSA with 76% of PCUSA churches being 100 members or less.
So, the church in Mexico faces some of the same problems we face. No one has been to worship in the church for 18
months due to COVID. Most churches need resources. Pastors are in short supply. So, the church in Mexico is faced
with change. The future may look a bit different than anticipated. For some this is anxiety producing. It can be depressing with a longing for the way it was in the past.
Upon reflection, I think the church in Mexico and the church in the States are in need of one thing to remember and
one thing to embrace.
First, we must always remember that God is here. God is with us. God is navigating this narrative and our future.
There is no need to worry about our lives, our church, or our loved ones. God is with us and has a great plan for our
lives. We walk by faith trusting our Lord, Jesus Christ.
Second, I am hopeful that we can embrace an unknown future with necessary adjustments and turns. Reformation
Sunday stresses this theme. Sometimes the church must change slightly to embrace a vibrant future. This was true in
the days of the Apostle Paul as God directed Paul to move north out of Jerusalem toward Antioch. The church would
soon embrace the Gentiles. I am sure Paul and his fellow believers we dumbfounded by this change of direction.
However, years later the proof was in the pudding, so to speak. The number of believers had grown from 250 before
Paul left Jerusalem to more than 25,000 in a few short years.
The plans of God are always better than ours. So, celebrate that God has chosen you, loves you and has great plans
for you. Embrace a future and a church well beyond any of your dreams or mine.
Blessings!
Mark
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Christian Education
The Third Tuesday Women’s Circle will meet Tuesday, November 16 at 6:30 PM in the
Fellowship Hall. Study books are available in the church office. For more information
please contact Susie Baxter at sbaxterfpc@gmail.com or call the church office.

The Discipleship Class meets each Wednesday from 10:00-12:00 in the
Fellowship Hall. For more information please contact Dianne Messick
at dianne.messick@gmail.com or Dorothy Duncan at
dduncan29@gmail.com.

Advent Bible Study

Disciple Class

Deacons

THE ANGEL TREE IS BACK!
We are so excited to be hosting an Angel Tree again this year! The process
will be a little different than in years past as we are now partnering with
The Family Center to provide Christmas gifts to children in the Columbia
area. Instructions are printed on the angels that will be available for pick
up the week of November 15th-December 9th. All gifts will need to be
delivered to The Family Center by December 10th. Please stay tuned for
moreinformation!

MUMS
Need to dispose of an unused vehicle? Maury United Ministries accepts vehicles as a
tax donation. If you have a car that you would like donate (working or non-working)
they have a list of people that are waiting for cars. Each vehicle recipient receives
three months liability insurance, car tags, vehicle registration, and a full tank of gas.
For more information about this ministry or this opportunity to help the community
contact Randy Nichols at 931-626-6867.

People’s Table
First Presbyterian is responsible for the People’s Table for the month
of November. We are in need of cooks for November 5 and
November 26. Please call the church office at 388-1985 if you are
available to cook.

Property
Church Clean-Up
We had quite a turn out Saturday, October 23 for the First Annual Fall Clean-up and Fellowship event.
About thirty or more of our fellow church members formed a fantastic crew and were ready to go at 8:00
AM. Coffee and donuts and then to work.
The biggest project was ridding the storage building of years of accumulated stuff and painting the outside. It
was amazing. Craig Lorch had an unbelievable last-minute idea and got a dumpster for our flotsam and
jetsam. Within two hours, it was overflowing.
A special thanks goes to Dan Garman, who built and installed new down spouts and repaired the west side of
the storage building. Thanks to Craig Lorch and Jack Baxter for ramrodding the painting of the building.
A grand crew of talented ladies tackled a lot of areas inside the church that received some much-needed
deep cleaning.
Under the watchful eyes of Julia West and Craig Lorch, this project came to life, and it was a wonderful time.
It is the hope of the property committee that we might have another project like this next spring.
Our church building is a wonderful place and in need of some TLC on a regular basis. Thanks to all that
participated. Your help and contributions are appreciated. THANK YOU SO MUCH:

Julia West, Craig Lorch and Lynn Forrest: Your Property Committee

Congregational Care
Memorials for November
In memory of Patsy Kilgore (mother of Joe Kilgore) by: Ray
& Dianne Messick, Steve & Paula Thomas, Don & Eva
Crichton, Argie Satterwhite, Paul & Sharon Messick
In memory of Mary Jane Miles by: Ray & Dianne Messick,
Jack & Kathy McDonald, Martha Boone, Mr. & Mrs. Tom
Gordon, Mr. & Mrs. Alvin Moore, Bobby & Sherree Beets,
Sue Dunnebacke, Al & Jennie Harlan, Mr. & Mrs. Ron Neal,
Argie Satterwhite, Bruce & Jade Kayser, Paul & Sharon Messick
In memory of Homer Martin by: Mr. & Mrs. Ron Neal, Barbara Walker, John & Charlotte Cooper, Argie
Satterwhite, THS class of 1956, Bob Sweeney, Ben Petty, Vavial Jamison, Sue Dunnebacke, Frank & Gloria
Dale, Bill & Andrea Cook, Paul & Sharon Messick
In memory of Dr. Harold Pryor by: James & Sue Webb, Mr. & Mrs. Ron Neal, Argie Satterwhite, Frank &
Gloria Dale, Paul & Sharon Messick, Dr. Harold Pryor’s family
In memory of Mary Howard Frierson Shelton by: Bob Sweeney, Bruce & Jade Kayser, Sue Dunnebacke,
Paul & Sharon Messick
John Satterwhite Endowment Fund:

In memory of Mary Jane Miles by: Jack & Cindy Baxter
In memory of Patsy Kilgore (mother of Joe Kilgore) by: Jack & Cindy Baxter
In memory of Homer Martin by: Martha Boone & family, Jack & Cindy Baxter
In memory of Dr. Harold Pryor by: Jack & Cindy Baxter
In memory of Patsy Kilgore (mother of Joe Kilgore), Homer Martin, Mary Jane Miles Dr. Harold Pryor,
Mary Howard Frierson Shelton, Donnie Goodman (father of Tonjia Potts) by: Buddy & Carolyn Fisher

After several years of changing my lifestyle, I want to thank
members of the church for being so good to me-cards, calls
and visits. I continue to pray for the church and pray God will
guide and direct us in seeking a minister.
Blessings,
Sue M. Dunnebacke

Christmas Open House
First Presbyterian Church will be participating in
the Maury Christmas Historic Home Tour on
December 3rd & 4th. We are looking for
volunteers to serve as docents on these two days.
As a docent you will invite people to tour our
sanctuary and gathering space and share
information about First Presbyterian Church. This
is a wonderful opportunity to open our doors to
the community and share our beautiful sanctuary

that will be decorated in Christmas splendor. If
you would like to volunteer please contact Kristi
Martin at kcmcol@gmail.com or call the church office at 388-1985.
Maury Christmas Historic Home Tour
Join us in Maury County for the Annual Maury Christmas Historic Home Tour! Tour several historic homes in
the antebellum capital of Tennessee and experience the magic of Christmas. Tour dates are December 3rd
and 4th. Tour times are 9am to 4pm both days. Tickets are $25 and benefit the Athenaeum Rectory.

Christmas Program

The youth will be presenting a Christmas play called "Do
not be afraid" it is a unique rendition of the Christmas
Story told by the youth and some of the parents. We
would like all the children of the church and their parents to participate as well. We need costume and set
designers. This is a great opportunity to get involved
with the youth and celebrate the birth of Christ. There
will be an informational meeting on Sunday November
7th in the Sanctuary right after late
service to learn more. We have speaking and non
speaking roles. We hope to see you there!

Finance

Stewardship

Stewardship Update
Thank you to everyone who has turned in their 2022 pledge card! As of November 2, 2021, we have
received 61 pledges for a total of $394,490.00. Our goal for 2022 is 100 pledges, so we are over halfway
there.
If you have not turned in your pledge card, I encourage you to prayerfully consider what you can contribute
to the church in terms of money and time. Your pledge represents a commitment to our church and its
mission and shows you are willing to participate in and contribute to the life of the church. We need active
and engaged members to be able to nurture Christian education, support mission work locally and beyond,
and provide meaningful worship and fellowship. The more members we have participating in the life of the
church, the stronger our church will be.
Please consider being a part of this important part of the church and help the Stewardship Committee reach
or exceed its goal of 100.

Food Drive

