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To Our Church Family, 

 

Here’s to great new beginnings in 2021!  

Continued prayers of hope to be carried into every moment, as we strive to live into our shared calling to be Good Stewards of 

God’ Grace.  

We can all agree 2020 was a year to leave behind. This unimaginable year brought natural disasters,  

man-made disasters exploding on Christmas Day in downtown Nashville, and the still surging virus.  

Let us not leave behind us the memories of all the lives lost and families impacted by this global health  

crisis and other heartbreaking events. But we cannot, nor should not, forget the lessons of this past year.  

Through it all First Presbyterian Church Columbia has stood steadfast in your continued care and support of the ministries of the 

church. We finished the year extremely strong. We want to thank you for your  

commitment during a year that presented so many challenges complicating our being together. The  

previous two years, 2018 and 2019, we finished with small deficits, but in 2020 we finished on a positive note. Our ministries 

stayed vibrant with our deacon benevolences and our outreach with the People’s Table, Easter and Thanksgiving meals.  

I’ve heard these days referred to as “unprecedented times.” I know how we are all confident and hopeful to return to some good 

old ordinary times. With so many in our community scheduling and receiving their vaccines, and with increased efforts of getting 

more of it in people’s arms, this tunnel we’ve been traveling through is starting to break some dawn. I am optimistic what 2021 

will hold for us, and we need your help.  

There have been some big expenditures used from our memorial funds. Such as replacing both HVAC units in the educational 

wing, and now replacing our twenty-year-old unit for the sanctuary and fellowship hall. This is extremely important to maintain 

the proper tuning and temperature of our wonderful organ.  

We also have a wish list for our future. For example, a long-needed desire to hire a part-time youth  

director, or to install cameras in our sanctuary for quality audio and video live streaming of our worship  

services. We have recently noticed how we’ve needed and appreciated these technologies, that up to this point, have been our 

iPhones. 

If you have not made a commitment for 2021, please prayerfully consider your commitment to our shared discipleship to be the 

church. If you have made a commitment, we are extremely grateful, but is there room to increase your pledge this year.  

We need your help and we will get through this together...with God’s help and Your faithfulness. 

Rev. Len Carrell 

First Presbyterian Church, 801 S High Street Columbia, TN 38401 

Phone:  931-388-1985     Fax:  931-388-9932  Website www.1stprescolumbia.org 

To submit articles please send to:  Communications, 801 S. High Street, Columbia, TN 38401 

 call 931-388-1985 or e-mail sbaxerfpc@gmail.com 



 Good Stewards of God’s Grace 

 



 
Good Stewards of God’s Grace 

P
le

as
e 

n
o

ti
ce

 t
h

e 
m

e
eti

n
g 

ti
m

e 
ch

an
ge

. 

Fo
r 

th
e 

Fe
llo

w
sh

ip
 C

la
ss

. 
These charts show a good look at the trends of our pledged giving units (for example, a pledged giving unit 

is a household unit), and the pledged giving amounts compared to actual giving amounts received each 

year. Our hope is this will help you understand how God is at work through our gifts of talent, time,  

and treasures and through everyone's participation and commitment to be in it together. The miracle of 

stewardship is when we pool our resources of energy, intelligence, imagination and love, as well as our 

treasures, God shows up in amazing ways.   



 Why FPC Matters 
First Presbyterian Church has been a part of our family for seven generations and it is a beacon to our  

community in many ways. The church is the body of Christ and our church plays an important role in fulfilling 

Christ's mission. So, stewardship, giving of time and resources, is important not only to the life of our church, 

but also enables us to reach out to help those in need who have not been blessed as we have. It is an  

investment in the community that continues to grow.  

Don Crichton 

First Presbyterian Church stands in the heart of Columbia representing Christ and reaches out into our  
community by our involvement and supporting so many great programs.  Without the "Church" Christianity 
will decline and fail.  If we care about preserving the Christian Traditions that has brought light to our  
community and the world, we must support the church with our time, talent and treasure. 
 
Susan and I proudly stand in support of First Presbyterian Church. 
 

Dan Garman 

FPC matters because of the outreach we are able to provide to places like the Family Center and other 
great organizations in our community.  You can see the appreciation in the eyes of those you help in their 
time of need. 

Raven Martin 

First Presbyterian Church – Columbia became my family’s church home in 1996.  Since that time, our church 
has afforded me and my family many wonderful opportunities for worship, Christian education, corporate 
prayer, mission, and service to others. My children were evangelized and baptized at our church, one was 
married at our church, and one of my grandsons was baptized at our church.  Our church has provided me 
comfort and peace in times of need and joy in times of celebration.  My family has truly been blessed by, and 
I am truly grateful for, the First Presbyterian Church community of believers. 

Jeff Baxter 

FPC matters 

----to our community benevolences that we support 
 
--- to our children as they learn about Jesus and his Love 
 
----to our members as they faithfully worship, study, break bread together, and lovingly pray for each other 
 
--- and to me, as it has nurtured, prayed for and loved me through the joys and sorrows of my life for over 
60 years. 
 
First Presbyterian Church matters. 

Jean Mac Ball 



Deacons   Why FPC Matters 

Why FPC matters?  It is great to be a part of something larger than yourself and First Presbyterian is that 

something in my life.  It allows me to be a part of Christian community to help me grow in my faith.  The 

members of this faith community are my extended family, sharing in the good times of each other’s lives 

and providing support during the difficult times.  It provides a way for me to help others in this community 

and beyond; sharing the good news gospel in word and deed.  Thanks be to God for First Presbyterian 

Church!  

Jack Baxter 

Besides my home, when I go there, it feels like I’m home.  FPC has been a rock for me and my family for 

two decades, not just because of the beauty and tradition of the building, but because of the people we 

gather with and the commitment to building strong families and our community.  The services, the music, 

the history and especially the people all combined help to provide me with the experience I want in my 

church. 

Lee Maddox 

For a video taped message from Gloria Dale, please click here. 

Interrupted Routines. As I entered Maury County Park for my morning walk this week I annoyingly  
discovered I had left my phone at home. My first thought was to get back in my car and return home to  
Retrieve it. I normally use this time to listen to my favorite tunes, a church service, news podcasts and to 
track my progress or lack thereof. Instead I thought perhaps this is God’s way of telling me “we need to 
talk”. I began my conversation admitting that during the past year I have felt my faith tested and to ask not 
only for forgiveness but also for answers. Oh Lord hear my prayer…Undistracted by my device I entered the 
park hearing more clearly the sounds of nature all of God’s making and he was everywhere.  I then came 
upon the photo exhibit “Portrait Park” featuring the many faces of Maury County including our own Sue 
Dunnebacke. Seeing Sue’s face amongst the others reminded me again how precious my church family and 
community are to me. I felt God reminding me how important it is to nurture and share our love and gifts 
with others. We are responsible to use God’s possessions to please him despite an “interrupted routine”.  
 

Grace and Peace. Julia West  

https://youtu.be/MHKedeQRn5E


 

 Congregational Care and Concern 

Deacons 

Meals on Wheels 

The Maury County Senior Citizen’s Center is looking for drivers to deliver 

for Meals on Wheels, Monday-Friday from 11am-1pm. If interested you 

can sign up once a week, once a month, or whatever works best for you. 

Please call the Senior Center at (931) 380-3950 for more information or 

to sign up.  

Our Church uses a prayer chain when we are made aware of  

prayer requests and concerns. If you would like to be added to the 

prayer chain, please email Renea at rfosterfpc@gmail.com. 

How Can We Help You? 

We want to be a pastoral presence in your life, is there  

anything that we can do for you or your family during this time 

of Covid? Do you need help getting your groceries, picking up 

medications, or a ride to an appointment? If so, please call the 

church office at388-1985 and let us know. There are church 

members and staff that are ready to help in any way we can. 



 Deacons 

In Memoriam 

In memory of Margaret Carter (mother of Julia 

West) by: Tom & Beth Patton, Ken & Sue  

Brinkley 

In memory of Jimmy Mays by: Ken & Sue  

Brinkley, Dan & Mary Loveless, David & Sandra 

Kay Daniels, Chipper & Martha Jones 

In memory of James Clark (father of Renea  

Foster) by: Mark & Pat Bridges, Frank & Gloria 

Dale 

 

 

In memory of Joe Graham, Jr. by: Bob Sweeney, Van & Carol Turner, Dorothy Duncan, 

Mildred Doilinger, Jack & Cindy Baxter,  Paul & Sharon Messick 

 

In memory of Patty Ridley by: Irene Lowe, Joe & Carroll Kilgore, Jim & Terri Ross, David & Sandra Kay  

Daniels, Al & Jennie Harlan, Sue Dunnebacke, Ken & Sue Brinkley, Jack & Cindy Baxter, Paul & Sharon 

Messick, Van & Carol Turner, Frank & Gloria Dale, Mark & Pat Bridges, Perre MacFarland Magness, Waymon 

& Helen  

Hickman, Martha Boone, Bob Sweeney, Joan Jackson 

In memory of John Neal II, by: Frank & Gloria Dale, Mark & Pat Bridges, Martha Boone, Billy & Elizabeth  

Blackstone, Wallace & Brenda Hebert, William & Peggy Sims, Edmondson Betzler & Damo, PLLC, Don & Eva 

Crichton, McCains Friends, Jack & Cindy Baxter, Catherine Woodford Neal, Al & Jennie Harlan, Ken & Sue  

Brinkley 

In memory of Danny McAdams Jr. (brother of Jennifer Richardson) by: Jack & Cindy Baxter, 

Ken & Sue Brinkley 

In memory of Robert Fleming (brother of James Fleming) by: Don & Eva James Crichton 

In memory of Jesse Foreman by: Ken & Sue Brinkley 

 

                               

     Memorials to the John Satterwhite Endowment Fund: 

Joe Graham Jr., John Neal II, Patty Ridley by: Martha Boone 

John Neal II, Patty Ridley, Danny McAdams Jr., Joe Graham Jr. Ernest DeMoss (father of Wayne DeMoss)      
by: Jack & Cindy Baxter 

 

 In Memoriam 



 Lent 
February 17-April 3 

Lent is the period of 40 days which comes before Easter. 

Beginning on Ash Wednesday, Lent is a season of  

reflection and preparation before the celebrations of East-

er. By observing the 40 days of Lent, Christians  

replicate Jesus Christ's sacrifice and withdrawal into the 

desert for 40 days.  

February 17, 2021 

Pre-Recorded Service-Take home ashes will be 

available for pick-up beginning February 7. We 

invite you to pick up ashes to self/ family  

administer. 

7:30-8:30 AM-Drive thru Imposition of Ashes in 

the upper parking lot 

In Person Service-TBD 

Lenten Bible Study  

The Christian Education Committee along with  

Rev. Carrell will offer a mid week Lenten Bible  study via 

Zoom starting on February 24 from 6:00-7:00 PM. This 

will be a five week study. Information on how to  

participate will be announced soon.  

 

Devotional Books 

We have a number of Lenten Devotional books 

left over from years past. You may stop by the 

church at your convenience and choose one or 

call Renea at 388-1985 and we will be happy to 

mail you one.   


