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October 2020 

To our church family, 

Happy Fall! It is here, my friends. Fantastic weather, hot cider and flavored frappes, firepit  
gatherings with neighbors and loved ones, chilies and soups, candles smells named  
apple-cinnamon pie and warm autumn leaves, and the adventures of pumpkin patches.  

(Also, FYI - if you haven’t noticed yet, there’s an election this year.) 

Our worship service outside at Antrim on September 20th was truly a great day. Again, we extend 
our gratitude to James Fleming and Margaret and Burt Hewgley for their wonderful hospitality. 
Thanks to all of you for coming to worship with us that day. There was about ninety or so folks who 
wore masks and made space for everyone. What a treat it was to see so many familiar faces. Thank 
God for such a beautiful day. Thanks to you who join us. If you were unable to come, please know 
we missed you.  
The Session voted at our September meeting to begin moving into a phase two of offering more  
in-person meetings at church. Back in June, we communicated our phase one to a worship-only, 
less than 50 people for in-person gatherings. This has gone very well!  We are now back to our early 
worship service at 8:30, and our late service at 10:30. Sunday attendance has averaged anywhere 
from sixty to seventy attendees split between those two service times of worship. We are also  
recording worship for Facebook Live, which can be viewed later at any time.  

We are optimistic that by the start of Advent we will be able to offer a worship experience for the 
Younger Church during the 10:30 service. There will also be an outdoor gathering for our Children’s 
Sunday School classes on Children’s Sabbath Day which will be October 18. We want to be both a 
caring presence and a faithful encourager for our families with young children. We know that 
attending worship and other church activities is something every family must discuss and feel  
comfortable with as a family. The Youth Committee is also working to plan activities this fall for our 
growing-like-trees youth. Events and dates soon to follow.  
 
However, these decisions and choices during this extraordinary time are not just ones our young 
families have to make. They are ones everyone has to make, and we know just how different and 
varying this can be for each person. If you are unable to be with us, please know how much we 
miss seeing you and being with you. If there is anything the church can do for you, please know we 
are here for you.  

Peace to you, 
Len 

“God has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you, but to do justice, 

and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” Micah 6:8             



 Frequently Asked Questions 

Why can’t we sing?  
 
Not singing in worship is a great loss right now. No one wants us to sing more than your worship 
leadership team. We want our choirs to gather again. We want our favorite hymns lifted to the  
rafters again. But with the Covid-19 virus being airborne through aerosols as its ultimate  
transmissibility, it is not advised. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has recently 
changed their guidelines to reflect how the latest reports of infection occurs to others who were 
“more than six feet away, mostly with transmissions occurring in poorly ventilated and enclosed 
spaces that often involved activities that caused heavier breathing, like singing and exercise.”  
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/s1005-how-spread-covd.html 
 
We have printed the words of the hymns in our bulletin for you to read and meditate on as the  
music is played. If you are wearing a mask and you find yourself quietly singing to yourselves, we 
think that is probably pretty safe. Seeing so many of you in our pews recently, let’s not add any  
potential risks that would make people uncomfortable joining worship. We will be creative  
musically with bells, string instruments, soloists and beautiful music.  
 
 
What about our children and family ministry and youth activities on Sunday? 
 
The Christian Education Committee (CE) is working on ideas for Advent to engage our children in a 
worship experience during the 10:30 service. Members of the staff and CE Committee attended a 
virtual Advent Workshop hosted by the Middle Tennessee Presbytery. There were ideas shared for 
all ages as we near our Advent season. We are putting our creative energies together to plan those 
now.  
 
Some of the concerns that we did hear from our families with children and youth is that they are in 
school. and parents are doing everything they can to keep them healthy and in school. They also ex-
pressed not wanting to add any heightened risks for others or their own families. Many of our fami-
lies are taking into account many varying factors and data points before making a decision that is 
best for them. Our prayers are with all of our parents. Many of them are navigating school in ways 
none of us could have imagined before 2020. We send them our love and prayers of  
encouragement during these strange times.  
 
 
Is the church open? 
 
The church staff and our office hours have been on a regular schedule since June. Our church office 
hours are Monday – Thursday 8:30-3:30, and on Friday 8:30-12:00. We request that people consider 
calling before stopping by. Everyone takes a lunch hour at different times, but for the most part 
someone is always around during these times. As meetings begin to resume back in our church 
building, we ask everyone to take responsible measures ensuring the safety of everyone. We strive 
to be open, inclusive and welcoming, as well as diligent in loving our neighbors and caring for the 
least of these among us. 
 

https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2020/s1005-how-spread-covd.html
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              Presbyterian Women Fall Bible Study 

In this nine-lesson study, P. Lynn Miller revives lament as a 
proper theological response to the difficult situations of our 
world. One of the foundational points of the study is that, in 
scripture, lament usually leads to hope. After crying out to 
God, the one who laments remembers God. And while that 
doesn’t fix things in the moment—the injustice, the loss still 
exists—the lamenter is strengthened to face the world and to 
hope. And for us as Christians, hope is not just an emotional 
response or an attitude of pie in the sky. Hope implies  
movement: both God’s inherent movement toward justice and 
our movement toward God. Recovering lament may be one of 
the church’s most timely gifts to the world. 

 
Study books are available in the church office, if you would like to have yours mailed to you 
please contact Susie at sbaxterfpc@gmail.com or call the church office at 388-1985.  
 
The Tuesday Circle will meet on October 20 at 6:30 in the  
Fellowship Hall and via Zoom for anyone who is not comfortable meeting in person. 

 Christian Education 



 Finance 

Deacons  Mission 

Our financial status as of 8/31/2020 is presented below. We are still ahead of expenses even though our 

tithes and offerings are down due to the impact of the virus. Fortunately, our expenses are also down;  

however, the work of the church continues.  Please continue to give your tithes and offerings.  We have at 

least 3 ways to contribute:  place your offering in the boxes in the narthex or Gathering Space on Sunday, 

mail it to the church, or give on-line via the link on the church’s webpage. On-line giving can be one-time or 

recurring. Please direct any questions to Pat Bridges, Treasurer, at cully79@yahoo.com. 

187 Spiral Bound Notebooks/Wide Rule 

123 Spiral Bound Notebooks/College Rule 

105 Packs of Filler Paper/Wide Rule 

  65 Packs of Filler Paper/College Rule 

113 1” Three Ring Notebooks 

133 Boxes of Classic Crayons 

  26 Boxes of Large Crayons 

  33 Books /Puzzle, Activity, Reading and Science 

Many thanks to those of you that contributed supplies or  

money to Project Joy this year. We will be leaving the church at noon on Sun-

day, October 11 to go to Priest Lake Presbyterian Church to help fill 150  hy-

giene  bags with soap, shampoo, toothpaste and toothbrushes. If you are in-

terested in joining us please contact Frank Bellamy at fbellamy46@gmail.com. 

Below is a list of the amount of supplies you helped contribute to schools in 

Harlan Kentucky.  Once again, thank you for your participation.             

The Mission Committee                          

mailto:cully79@yahoo.com


Deacons 
 

Mission 

Congregational Care & Service 
These Days Daily Devotions for  

October, November, and December are 

available on the table in the gathering area 

and Narthex. If you would like one mailed 

to you, please call the church office at 388-1985 or email Renea rfosterfpc@gmail.com.  

Our Church uses a prayer chain when we are made aware 

of prayer requests and concerns. If you would like to be 

added to the prayer chain, please email Renea at 

rfosterfpc@gmail.com. 

In memory of Shirley Ward (neighbor of Jack & Cindy Baxter) 

by: Jack & Cindy Baxter 

In memory of Mike Sherman (husband of Debbie Sherman) 

by: Jack& Cindy Baxter 

In memory of Jimmy Mays by: Celia Ridley, Ann  

Warwick, Mr. & Mrs. Don Preston, Jane & Bill Coble,  

Jennie & Bert Ritchie, Frank & Judy Turner 

In honor of Eric Wyse by: Jennie & Al Harlan 

How Can We Help You? 

We want to be a pastoral presence in your life, is there 

anything that we can do for you or your family during 

this time of Covid? Do you need help getting your  

groceries, picking up medications, or a ride to an  

appointment? If so, please call the church office at 

388-1985 and let us know. There are church members 

and staff that are ready to help in any way we can. 

mailto:rfosterfpc@gmail.com


 Deacons 

The People’s Table 

Help is needed in November to assist with the  
People’s Table. If you can volunteer to cook, serve 
meals or clean up afterwards, please see one of 
the Deacon’s or call the church office at  
388-1985. 

 Deacons 

The Family Center is in need of cans 

of Lysol. If you are able to donate 

please place your donation in the 

bins located in the Gathering Space 

at the church or drop them off at 

the church office. 

Meals on Wheels 

The Maury County Senior Citizen’s Center is looking 

for drivers to deliver for Meals on Wheels, Monday-

Friday from 11am-1pm. If interested you can sign up 

once a week, once a month, or whatever works best 

for you. Please call the Senior Center at (931) 380-

3950 for more information or to sign up.  



 Music Ministry 
 

Music Lessons, Coaching, and Instruction 
 
Are you missing the good old days, when you were able to go to the movies, see a football 
game, and sing in the church choir? Good news! In place of the meeting of music ensembles 
for rehearsals and worship, the Director of Music Ministry, Dale Nickell, is providing music 
instruction for all interested church members. Thirty minute lessons are free, offered as a 
part of the music ministry, and will meet weekly at church, one-on-one. Whether you are 
looking to work on singing skills, hand-bell skills, reading music, playing piano, or playing  
organ, all types of instruction are available at all levels, depending on the experience and 
goals of each individual. Instruction is currently available for children and adults. 

 
 

Celebration Ringers 
 
The Celebration Ringers are currently active and ringing for worship services! All church 
members that are interested in participating are welcome, whether you have been a  
Celebration Ringer in the past, or have been involved in the Music Ministry in some other  
capacity, or are just now looking to become musically active at First Presbyterian. 
 
Vocal and Instrumental Soloists for Worship 
 
The music ministry is seeking church members who sing or play instruments to participate in 
Sunday morning worship. As well as having organ music, we are able to have vocal soloists 
and instrumental soloists offer hymns and anthems for services.  
 
Remote Worship with Organ Music 
 
As part of our effort to provide remote access to worship services and church ministries, 
monthly video recordings made on the Carolyn Reynolds Fisher Pipe Organ will be posted on 
the church website. These recordings, separate from the Sunday service livestream  
videos, will provide a higher quality of audio and video recording than is currently available 
with our livestream capabilities, enhancing the musical experience for church members as 
well as showcasing our beautiful pipe organ to the wide audience that is reached with online 
content. 
 
Please reach out to me, Dale Nickell,  at  
dalenickell632@gmail.com if you would like to  
discuss any of the opportunities listed above.  


