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Going to my grandmother’s house on Thanksgiving for lunch was the best. We always had Thanksgiving lunch so that 
everyone would be full before the start of the Dallas Cowboys game. My brothers and I would climb into the back 
seat for the long drive to grandmother’s house. Our mouths would be watering before we left the driveway just 
thinking about the feast that would soon fill our plates not once, but two or three times. (Grandmothers never 
judge.) 

Turkey and dressing and all the fixin’s, including both sweet and regular mashed potatoes on the table. My  
grandmother’s famous green bean casserole that when I grew up, I realized, everybody and their grandmother made 
a “famous green bean casserole.”  

Since I was the baby of the family, my grandmother would always make me my favorite dish called Bapples. Baked 
apples cooked in a bright red yummy juice melted from the perfect cinnamon and sugar combination of little red-hot 
candies.  

Just dreaming, or writing, about Thanksgiving can make you smell every fragrant and taste every morsel of  
memories. Needless to say, my brothers and I had worked ourselves into a frenzy of how this Thanksgiving was going 
to be the most delicious meal any human being could ever eat.  

We arrived at grandmother’s house and greeted the family. They were all awaiting our arrival to eat. Maybe that is 
why their eyes reflected back to us what our stomachs were feeling. It wasn’t long after we made our first round of 
hugs that a rumbling from the kitchen reached the rest of all of us in the house. Apparently, there was a decision 
made by a few other family members that this year would be “a little different.” This year for Thanksgiving the family 
decided to serve ham. Ham....!?!? was pretty much everyone’s reaction. The mood quickly shifted to “None of us 
showed up here for ham, except the ones who decided to serve ham for Thanksgiving.” 

After lunch I sat in the back yard again dreaming about what could have been....on my plate, that is, other than ham. 
I remember my Aunt Bernie who had come out to the back porch to console my wounded spirit and my very empty 
tummy with pie. I said to her, “I was so ready and waiting for the greatest Thanksgiving meal EVER, and they served 
us Easter ham.”  

Aunt Bernie gave me a big squeeze and whispered into my ear, “Wait here.” A few minutes later she returned with 
my brothers and a couple of cousins. “Come on everybody, while they’re glued to the game, I have a great idea.” We 
piled into Aunt Bernie’s car, rolled down the windows on a gorgeous November day, and we escaped. I couldn’t 
stand not knowing or seeing where we were going. Soon she pulled into a shopping center and I saw a sign I know 
was sent specifically for me that day. The sign said, Cafeteria.  

We walked in just as the lunch crowd rush was ending. There was virtually no line. My Aunt handed me a big tray and 
turned my attention to the feast before me. “Here you go. The greatest Thanksgiving Meal EVER. Get anything your 
heart desires.” I looked down the food line at the Turkey and dressing and all the fixin’s. They even had a pretty good 
version of my grandmother’s famous green bean casserole.  

We all have stories about waiting and waiting and waiting. Setting our hearts on the goal. Eagerly anticipating  
something coming with every physical, sensory, and emotional part of our being. It is as human as it gets. This is why 
the bible tells us, “The Lord is good to those who wait.” Please consider sharing a story with us about waiting as we 
prepare our lives and hearts during season of Advent, which means coming.  

                                                                                                                                                    Rev. Len Carrell 
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Just a Thank  You for the flowers, the calls , and the visits. 

                                                                      Blessings, 

                                                                      Sue Dunneback 

In memory of Jimmy Mays by:  

Home Financial Services- Mitchell Kinzer & Staff, Maxwell 

& Frances Mullen, Steve & Ann Bailey,  

Donn & Edith Gear, Lutie Culver, Al & Jenny Harlan,  

Lena & Robert Scott, Lee Brown,  

Robert E. Davis, Don & Eva Crichton, 

 Dr. Kit S. Mays and family, Robert Mays,  

Billy & Elizabeth Blackstone & family,  

Katrina & Greg Herman, Virginia & Steve Sharpe,  

Mr. & Mrs. Terry Cook Jr., Cleo Mayfield,  

Mr. & Mrs. Hal Roe, Argie Satterwhite, Sandy & Charles Haribison, Beth & John Kakabs, 

Peaches Blank, Raleigh Blank Gray, Rick Zivi, Richard & Emma Wagster, Tom & Beth Patton,  

Phyllis Herrmann, Kirk & Judie Patrick. 

 

John Satterwhite Endowment by: Jean Mac Ball in memory of Jimmy Mays 
 
In honor of the wedding of Kyle & Emma Kate Kilgore on October 10, 2020, a donation has 
been made to the church by Rhonda & Cliff Walker 
 
In memory of Margaret Carter (mother of Julia West) by: Jack & Cindy Baxter, Argie  
Satterwhite 
In memory of Helen Fleming by: Peaches Blank, Linda Horner 
In memory of Jesse Foreman by: Linda Horner 
In memory of Lee Wells by: Linda Horner 

 Memorials 



 

Deacons  Mission 

Our Church uses a prayer chain when we are made aware of  

prayer requests and concerns. If you would like to be added to the 

prayer chain, please email Renea at rfosterfpc@gmail.com. 

Thank you to Frank Bellamy, Len  

Carrell, Dawn and Anna Grace Taylor 

for traveling to Priest Lake  

Presbyterian Church on Sunday,  

October 11. They helped pack and load 

a shipment to send to Harlan, Kentucky 

for distribution. 

How Can We Help You? 

We want to be a pastoral presence in your life, is there  

anything that we can do for you or your family during this time 

of Covid? Do you need help getting your groceries, picking up 

medications, or a ride to an appointment? If so, please call the 

church office at388-1985 and let us know. There are church 

members and staff that are ready to help in any way we can. 

Congregational Care and Concern 



Deacons 
 

Congregational Care & Service 

Each year our children participate in our “Give Thanks” food drive. Due to Covid-19 we will not be able to 

collect food each Sunday  and put our boxes together but we are asking for our congregation to participate 

in the Adopt a Box project. You may drop off your box at the church and we will deliver them to the Family 

Center or you may take them directly to the Family Center. 



 Deacons 

The People’s Table 

Help is needed in November to assist with the  
People’s Table. If you can volunteer to cook, serve 
meals or clean up afterwards, please see one of 
the Deacon’s or call the church office at  
388-1985. 

 Deacons 

Meals on Wheels 

The Maury County Senior Citizen’s Center is looking 

for drivers to deliver for Meals on Wheels, Monday-

Friday from 11am-1pm. If interested you can sign up 

once a week, once a month, or whatever works best 

for you. Please call the Senior Center at (931) 380-

3950 for more information or to sign up.  

Volunteers Needed 
The Family Center will be hosting a Turkey Give-Away on  

November 20. 2020. Volunteers are needed from 8:00 AM to 3:00 

PM the day of the event. Please call 931-388-3840 or email  

family@familycenter.org for more information.  

Thanksgiving Meal 

The annual Thanksgiving Meal at the church will be hosted 

on November 26, 2020. There will be no worship service 

prior to the meal and all meals will be carry-out only. To go 

meals will be served between the hours of 10:30-11:30 

AM. Please be watching for an email with a link to sign up 

to volunteer. 



 Music Ministry 

 

Please join us in the sanctuary on  

Wednesday, December 9 at 6:00 PM for a special 

musical service of Lessons and Carols. The service 

will feature cantors from the First Presbyterian 

Choir singing anthems and hymns for the season of 

Advent. Church members are invited to participate 

as readers of the scripture lessons, to be  

coordinated by Reverend Carrell. 

Members of First Presbyterian Church and the Choir are 

invited to participate in Caroling on Sunday, December 

13 in the early afternoon. We will visit the homes of 

church members as we sing Christmas hymns and  

carols, taking advantage of precautions including being 

outdoors, social distancing, and the use of face  

coverings. Contact the Director of Music Ministries,  

Dale Nickell, for more details.  

 
Christian Education 

Beginning November 29, we will be 

offering Children’s Church in the Chapel 

during the 10:30 service.  

Children will be dropped off at the 

Chapel doors where someone from our 

committee will take their temperature, 

and sanitize hands. We will also practice 

safe social distancing while in the  

Chapel. Children and youth will remain in the chapel area until the 10:30 service has ended and 

parents may pick them up from there.  

Our youth, along with Susie Baxter will lead children’s worship time. We will be looking for adult 

volunteers to help with childcare for the younger children in the nursery as well as  

volunteers to help during the worship hour.  

We will be sending out more detailed information soon. If you have any questions or  

concerns please contact Susie Baxter at sbaxterfpc@gmail.com or call the church office at  

931-388-1985. 


