
First Presbyterian Church 
SERVICE OF WORSHIP 

October 25, 2020 8:30 and 10:30 AM 

The Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

ABOUT TODAY’S WORSHIP 

 

A lawyer of church governance takes his turn at painting Jesus into a corner. He asks 

which “commandment” (singular) is the greatest? Out of all the 613 commandments, 

who could choose one? It is a trick, because to pick only one would make the whole 

thing topple like a house of cards. The true test of the laws is not in reciting them. It’s 

in applying them. All the laws and the prophets come down to two key hermeneutical 

lenses: Love God and Love neighbor. For Jesus this is how we show our love for God in 

our own heart, soul and mind...love God and love neighbor. 
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Gathered As God’s People  
 
 
Prelude                                                     Sarabande                                             Seth Bingham  
                   
Welcome and Announcements   
                         
*Call to Worship         
  
You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, 
and with all your mind. 
And you shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
 
Drawn by love, we come, 
to offer our whole selves in Christ’s service. 
Let us worship the Lord. 
                                                                                     
Opening Hymn                             O Jesus, I Have Promised                         John Ernest Bode  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 1 O Jesus, I have promised 

to serve you to the end; 

be now and always near me, 

my Master and my friend; 

I shall not fear the battle 

if you are by my side, 

nor wander from the pathway 

if you will be my guide.  

 3 O let me hear you speaking 

in accents clear and still, 

above the storms of passion, 

the murmurs of self-will; 

O speak to reassure me, 

to hasten or control; 

O speak, and make me listen, 

true guardian of my soul.  

2 O let me feel you near me! 

The world is ever near: 

I see the sights that dazzle; 

the tempting sounds I hear. 

My foes are ever near me, 

around me and within; 

but, Jesus, draw still nearer 

and shield my soul from sin.   

4 O Jesus, you have promised 

to all who follow you 

that where you are in glory 

your servant shall be too. 

And, Jesus, I have promised 

to serve you to the end; 

now give me grace to follow, 

my Master and my friend.  



Prayer of Confession 
 
O God, 
we know this, your Greatest Commandment: 
love the Lord with heart, soul and mind; 
love your neighbor as yourself. 
These words dwell in our hearts 
and rest on our lips. 
And, yet, we are so slow to act upon them. 
 
When we encounter neighbors in need 
we are quick to pass judgement, 
even though love demands empathy. 
 
We see your children suffering, 
but are too busy, too weary to respond, 
even though love demands compassion. 
 
We see unjust systems that strip others of dignity 
but believe we are powerless to effect change, 
even though love demands action. 
 
And whenever we do not treat our neighbors 
as we ourselves would hope to be treated, 
we do not love you fully. 
 
Forgive us, Lord. 
Transform our hearts, 
restore our souls, 
and renew our minds, 
so that we might be faithful 
to your commandments.                             (Silent prayer) 
 
*Assurance 
 
The Peace of Christ be with You. 
And also with you. 

 

 



Proclaiming God’s Word 
 

Prayer for Illumination                                                                                   8:30 Ellen Ludwig  
                                                                                                                            10:30 Dwight Fox 

Scripture Lesson                                                                                       1 Thessalonians 2:1-8                                                                    

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
                            

Interlude                                   Sweet Rivers of Redeeming Love                         Don Hustad      

 

Scripture Lesson                                                                                            Matthew 22:34-46 

                                                                         

Sermon                                        No answers...No questions                          Rev. Len Carrell                                                                                                             
 
 

Responding To God’s Word 
 
*Affirmation of Faith  (The Apostle’s Creed)      

             I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the 

Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day 

he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth 
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 

shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion 

of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

 



Call to Prayer                             Holy Spirit, come to us;  
                                               kindle in us the fire of your love. 
                                                     Holy Spirit, come to us. 
                                                     Holy Spirit, come to us. 
 
Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen 
 
 
Offertory                                I Will Arise and Go To Jesus                                     Don Hustad                  
 
Prayer of Dedication   
 
Closing Hymn                                     Take My Life                                                       HENDON  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Benediction  
 
Postlude                                        Praise and Thanksgiving                                     Dale Wood          

*Please stand as able 

 

1 Take my life and let it be 

consecrated, Lord, to thee; 

take my moments and my days; 

let them flow in ceaseless praise; 

let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

2 Take my hands and let them move 

at the impulse of thy love; 

take my feet and let them be 

swift and beautiful for thee, 

swift and beautiful for thee.  

 3 Take my voice and let me sing 

always, only, for my King; 

take my lips and let them be 

filled with messages from thee, 

filled with messages from thee.  

 4 Take my sliver and my gold; 

not a mite would I withhold; 

take my intellect and use 

every power as thou shalt choose, 

every power as thou shalt choose. 



 

Care List 

The Care list is a list of members and friends who are sick,  

bereaved, or celebrating a happy occasion. After reading their names, you may want to 

write a short message to someone on the list.  

 Our Prayers… 

Barbara Butler (sister of Mary McClanahan), Lynn Carroll (father of Margaret Piper), Ben 

Chiles (son of John and Sue Chiles), Sue Chiles,  Joe Graham III, Will Green,  

Waymon Hickman, Cathy Krenz (sister of Mary McClanahan), Martha Matthews, Steve 

and Gary Rampley (brothers of Betty Sloan), Chanse, Catherine, Walt and unborn  

baby Jack Bartlett (friends of Julia West) Richard and Debbie Welch (our missionaries 

in Guatemala), Cindy West (sister-in-law of Jennie Grace Jewell). 

We continue to pray for all of you, and are keeping you lifted in grace and love during 

this time. As always, we want to be a pastoral presence in your life. If there is anything 

we can do for you, we would like to know. If there are ways we can pray for you, or if 

someone you know needs the prayers of the church, please reach out to us.  



Dates to Remember  
 

Drive Boo Bash!                                      This afternoon from 4:00-5:00 

Pregnancy Center Event                        October 27 at 6:30  

November Newsletter                           Articles due by October 27 

All Saints Day                                           November 1 

Commitment Sunday                             November 1 

Worship at Antrim                                  November 1 at 10:30 

People’s Table                                         Fridays in November 

 

 
 
 
 
 

On-Line Sunday School 
 

Chapel Class                 Sundays at 9:30 AM-Virtually and in person in the Chapel 
 
Fellowship Class          Mondays at 6:30 PM-Virtually 
 
Children                         Pre recorded on-line 



 Ruling Elders  

Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class of 2023 

Jean Mac Ball Jack Baxter Dorothy Duncan 

Jeff Baxter Gloria Dale Dan Garman 

Pat Bridges Martha Jones Michael McAlister 

Don Crichton Lee Maddox Jim Ross 

Tonjia Potts Julia West Dawn Taylor 

 Board of Deacons  

Class of 2021 Class of 2022 Class of 2023 

Julie Crichton Erin Hedrick Janice English 

Joe Graham III Raven Martin Houston Jameson 

Jenny Johns Kristi Martin Zack Maddux 

Janet McAlister Alan Phillips Sharon Shaw 

Larry Nickell Jenny Sloan  

    

Staff 
 

  Susie Baxter, Director of Christian Education; Rev. Len Carrell, Pastor;  
Renea Foster, Administrative Assistant; Carroll Kilgore, Business Administrator;  

James Marshall, Sexton; Dale Nickell, Director of Music Ministry 
                                                                                                                             

  

     Ministers of the Church  


