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Church Family,   
                   
As we turn the corner on Labor Day, we sense an urgency to get back to some of our standard routines. Fall 
is always a season for new energy and excitement. We come out of our summer vacation haze and start 
revving up for the final months of the year. Except this year has been very different, and for so many 2020 
has already overstayed it’s welcome.  
 
Still, our prayers keep lifted and remain hopeful and resilient in Jesus’ presence among us. Let us make a 
point to live in these healing times, being gentler with each other and ourselves. You are fantastic servants 
of Christ and His Church, and the spirit and image of God’s blessings rest  upon each of you. May divine 
love, and nothing less, hold you and keep you.  
 
Please know that our Response Team and the Session are in active dialogue to determine the next steps of 
resuming some more in-person meetings and activities inside our church building. Our hope is for all  
in-person gatherings to be formatted, of course, combining both online or virtual options with meeting 
in-person. We appreciate your prayers, thoughts and grace in this time as we work out the many moving 
details.  
 
It is with gracious and full hearts that we express a deep appreciation for our outgoing Ruling  
Elders and Deacons for their service and faithful leadership. We will miss their joyful presence and wisdom 
around our tables, conversations and discernment. It is in thanksgiving to God, and to each of them, that 
we recognize their discipleship of holy compassion. Thank you to our Ruling Elders: Frank Bellamy, John 
Chiles, Wayne DeMoss, Ed Harlan and Beth Patton. And thank you to our Deacons: Matt Campbell, Ann 
Lewis, Michael Lukens, Alicia Maddox, Louis Maddox and Karen Smith. These good people of God have 
been steadfast, even in a global pandemic, to guide, nurture, connect and care for you. And now, we  
rejoice in welcoming in a new class of church officers who were ordained and installed on Sunday, August 
23rd. Please keep in your prayers our new Ruling Elders: Dorothy Duncan, Dan Garman, Michael McAlister, 
Jim Ross, and Dawn Taylor. And also, for the new branches of our church, our Deacons: Janice English,  
Houston Jameson, Zach Maddux, and Sharon Shaw. 
 
Your church officers have been diligently mindful and attentive, especially your Session, to the care and 
concerns of our congregation during the complex challenges of the Covid-19 virus and its impact on our life. 
For their guidance and grace, I am extremely thankful.  

                                                                                                                                                     Rev. Len Carrell 

 

“God has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you, but to do justice, 
and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?” Micah 6:8             
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Thanks to all the First Presbyterian members who have contributed so  
generously to make the Project JOY a success even in this unusual year.  
The Priest Lake Presbyterian Church has led this project for 20 years  
without missing a year providing assistance with school supplies, books, 
food, clothing, toiletries, and cleaning supplies. Even in this pandemic 
year, Project JOY will go on.  Because of the virus, many things have 
changed. 

We have been told by the contacts in Kentucky that we will not be able to use the gym to hand out 
supplies to a mass group.  We also will not be able to stay overnight in Harlan.  There are several 
other churches like ours who also participate in this mission, and all are facing challenges to do 
things as normal. 

We had hoped to be able to transport our middle school youth to Harlan to experience first-hand 
the joy of giving to others in need.  Because of the virus, we will not be able to do that, but hope to 
include them in some of the preparation work packing boxes, sorting materials, etc. that takes place 
at Priest Lake.  We do not have dates yet, but this will be over the weekend days in late September 
or October. 

Due to your contributions, we will be able to provide even more school supplies than we did last 
year, and have money left to assist Priest Lake in other areas where funds are needed.  We will  
continue to take your monetary gifts until September 6th for this project. Any monies donated after 
that will be put in the account to save for next year’s Project JOY.       

Thanks to you all, and peace be with you. 

PROJECT  J.O.Y.  Update 

Congregational Care & Service 

These Days Daily Devotions for  

October, November, and December are 

available on the table in the gathering area 

and Narthex. If you would like one mailed 

to you, please call the church office at 388-1985 or email Renea rfosterfpc@gmail.com.  

Our Church uses a prayer chain when we are made aware of prayer 

requests and concerns. If you would like to be added to the prayer 

chain, please email Renea at  

rfosterfpc@gmail.com. 

mailto:rfosterfpc@gmail.com


 

Thank you to all who came out and lifted a ladle 
for the people of the People’s Table. 

 

We celebrate all our terrific volunteers.  

THANK YOU!!! 

Jean Mac Ball, Susie Baxter, Martha Boone,  
Brenda Callahan, Don Crichton, Patrick Flynn, 

Terri Flynn, Renea Foster, Bill Handy, Martha Jones, Martha Kelley, Carroll Kilgore, Zach  
Maddux, Dale Nickell and Karen Vest.  

Our friends living near downtown Columbia whom we serve are blessed by the love in the 
meals you share. The next time we host The People’s Table is in November. If you can help, 
please contact Jenny Sloan at 712.251.8192.  

Deacons 
 

9/11 Memorial Service 

A 9/11 Remembrance Ceremony will be held  

Friday, September 11th at 8:00 PM at the  

Firefighters Park at Station No. 1, located at 1000 

South Garden Street in Columbia.  

 

 

*The event is open to the public and attendees are being asked to adhere to CDC  

guidelines and practice social distancing during the ceremony with masks encouraged. 

Deacons 

The Family Center is in need of cans of Lysol. If you are able to 

donate please place your donation in the bins located in the  

Gathering Space at the church or drop them off at the church 

office. 



 Music Ministry 
 

Celebration Ringers 
 
The Celebration Ringers are currently active and ringing for worship services! All church 
members that are interested in participating are welcome, whether you have been a  
Celebration Ringer in the past, or have been involved in the Music Ministry in some other  
capacity, or are just now looking to become musically active at First Presbyterian. 
 
Vocal and Instrumental Soloists for Worship 
 
The music ministry is seeking church members who sing or play instruments to participate in 
Sunday morning worship. As well as having organ music, we are able to have vocal soloists 
and instrumental soloists offer hymns and anthems for services.  
 
Remote Worship with Organ Music 
 
As part of our effort to provide remote access to worship services and church ministries, 
monthly video recordings made on the Carolyn Reynolds Fisher Pipe Organ will be posted on 
the church website. These recordings, separate from the Sunday service livestream  
videos, will provide a higher quality of audio and video recording than is currently available 
with our livestream capabilities, enhancing the musical experience for church members as 
well as showcasing our beautiful pipe organ to the wide audience that is reached with online 
content. 
 
Please reach out to me, Dale Nickell,  at dalenickell632@gmail.com if you would like to  
discuss any of the opportunities listed above.  


