
ABOUT TODAY’S WORSHIP 
Jimmy Carter was inaugurated as the 39th President of these United States of 
America, and when he took his oath of office he did so with a Bible opened to 
Micah 6:8 and quoted words mostly associated with this minor prophet. 
“What does the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and 
to walk humbly with thy God.” (KJV) Both Micah and Isaiah, plead for God to 
“beat swords into plowshares, and spear into pruning hooks” and for nations 
to learn war no more. But Micah spoke firsthand of the horror caused by the 
Assyrian king Sennacherib’s march to Jerusalem which was very different 
from Isaiah. Micah speaks of a hope for change...a change for more peaceful 
days. Perhaps a day of peace when all will be restored to its origins of old 
when God was the only king people relied on. 

December 8, 2019 
 10:30 AM 

  

                                                   This Week at FPC 
Today:   9:10 Sunday School 
             10:10 Fellowship Coffee 
             10:30 Worship Service  
 
Monday:   10:00 Monday Morning Circle  
 
Tuesday:  6:00 AM Men’s Bible Study at MRMC 
  10:00 Staff & Worship Planning Meeting   
                   6:00 PM Deacons 
                   7:00 PM Committee’s      
                 
Wednesday:  5:00 Children’s Christmas Program Practice 
                         6:00 Handbells  
                         7:00 Chancel Choir Practice 
 
 
Today in worship:  The Chrismon Tree– the evergreen Christmas tree is a symbol of God’s 
constancy.  The white lights on the tree represent Christ’s constant presence as the “light 
to the World.” Ornaments made from Christian symbols (or Chrismons, a contraction for 
'Christ monograms') were first developed by Frances Spencer and the women of the 
Ascension Lutheran Church in Danville, VA.  All Chrismons are made in combinations of 
gold and white.  White is the liturgical color for joy, purity and perfection. The gold 
represents our Lord’s majesty and glory. The ornaments on our tree were all made by 
members of our church. 
 
Poinsettias:  If you would like to purchase a poinsettia to be delivered to our shut ins, envelopes can 

be found at the end of each pew. Fill out the form and drop the envelope in the offering plate. 

 
Monday Morning Circle:  The Monday morning circle will meet at the home of Carolyn and 
Buddy Fisher, 814 Academy Lane at 10:00 AM. Please bring a sandwich, drinks will be 
provided. 
 
Wonderful Wednesday:  There will be no dinner on Wednesday, December 11. 
 
Contemplative Prayer:  The Chapel will be open each Wednesday through Christmas from 
4:00-5:00 PM for a time of prayer. 
 
Christmas Program:  We invite you to join us on Wednesday, December 18 for dinner at 
5:00 followed by our Christmas program, Stories & Singing at 6:00. 
 
Advent Sermon Series: Advent is the end and the beginning. During Advent we will 

be Waiting with Prophets, because the prophets awaited, with joyful anticipation, a 

messiah, the anointed one. Many assume prophets to predict the future. The word prophet 

can also mean advocate. Does God need an advocate? Perhaps God does. Because God 

sent prophets into the world to advocate for people to walk in light instead of darkness. To 

see the brokenness of the world and to seek the ways of God in preparation for God's 

promised new day. They speak now for a time to come. Please join us during this Advent 

season as we hear the holy words of Waiting with Prophets.  

Looking for a church family?:  If you are looking for a church home we want to meet you 
and tell you more about First Church Columbia! If you are interested in learning more 
please contact Renea Foster at rfosterfpc@gmail.com.  

 
If you have a pastoral care concern, please call the church office at 931-388-1985 during 
office hours.  
 
ASSISTIVE LISTENING DEVICES are available for those who would like to use one. Please 
request one from an usher. 
 

 
 

 Board of Deacons  

Class of 2020 Class of 2021 Class of 2022 

Matt Campbell Julie Crichton Erin Hedrick 

Ann Lewis Joe Graham III Raven Martin 

Michael Lukens Jenny Johns Kristi Martin 

Alicia Maddox Janet McAlister Alan Phillips 

Karen Smith Larry Nickell Jenny Sloan 

Louis Maddox    

     
   

 Staff 
          Rev. Len Carrell, Pastor; Susie Baxter, Director of Christian Education; 

Renea Foster, Administrative Assistant; Carroll Kilgore, Business Administrator; 
Marcy Lay, Director of Music; James Marshall, Sexton; Eric Wyse, Organist                                                                

 Ruling Elders  

Class of 2020 Class of 2021 Class of 2022 

Frank Bellamy Jean Mac Ball Jack Baxter 

John Chiles Jeff Baxter Gloria Dale 

Wayne DeMoss Pat Bridges Martha Jones 

Ed Harlan Don Crichton Lee Maddox 

Beth Patton Tonjia Potts Julia West 

   

First Presbyterian Church 

A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church USA 

801 South High Street 
Columbia, Tennessee 
Phone: 931-388-1985 

      All members of the congregation  

                                                                 Care List 
Your Cards and Prayers will Comfort and Touch 
The Care list is a list of members and friends who are sick, bereaved, or celebrating 
a happy occasion. After reading their names, you may want to write a short 
message to someone on the list. You may use one of the blue cards in the pews. 
Simply address the card, write your note, and place it in the offering plate. We will 
see that it is delivered. 
 
Our Sympathy...To John Clark and family in the death of his wife Pat Clark. 
 
Our Prayers… 
Whit Fletcher (brother of John Fletcher), Lauren Brinkley (daughter-in-law of Ken & 
Sue Brinkley), Cindy West (sister-in-law of Jennie Grace Jewell), Sue Chiles, Lee 
Wells, Candace Turner (friend of Jacque Marshall), Joe Graham III, Will Green, Steve 
Rampley (brother of Betty Sloan), Waymon Hickman, Don Piggins, Karen Hood 
(friend of Mary McClanahan), Gary Rampley (brother of Betty Sloan), Cathy Krenz, 
(sister of Mary McClanahan), Richard and Debbie Welch (our missionaries in 
(Guatemala)  

     Ministers of the church  

mailto:rfosterfpc@gmail.com


   December 8, 2019                                                Second Sunday of Advent  

Gathered As God’s People  
 
Welcome and Announcements       

 

Voluntary             Chorale Prelude: Wachet auf, ruft uns die stimme   
                                                 HEINRICH SCHMIDT (1861-1923) 

 

                  

Call to Worship:                                                                                               Jenny Sloan 
   
There is a story we tell in this place. 
     It is a story of hope, 
     a story of longing for peace, 
     a story of wonder and mystery, 
     a story of new life. 
It is a Holy story, 
for it is a story of divine love, 
     it is a story of good news of great joy, 
     for God unveils a Holy love for all creatures. 
This is God’s story. 
     This is our story.                                
                                                                 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath               Amy Overton, Smith, Mary Marshall,                             
                Mary Everett, and Jenny Grace Jewell  

Advent Prayer 
We light candles this Advent. 
Keeping our eyes opened, 
looking for what is to come. 
Not in mighty places of power, 
but in little Bethlehem, 
in a room in the back. 
Not born of nobility and wealth, 
but of young newly weds, 
displaced and pondering life. 
Not announced by kings and priests, 
but a chorus of angels. 
Not foretold by prophets, 
but by two women  
who were the first to know. 
Nothing is impossible with God, 
just look and find Him 
among the straw and the stars. Amen 
 
   *Hymn #88                        O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                      VENI EMMANUEL 

                                                                          stanzas 1, 3, 4, & 6                                     

 
 

 

*Prayer of Confession:  
 
Merciful God, though we know Your story, 
we reject the need and value of following You. 
We pass by those considered lowly in the world. 
We turn away from the hungry 
and those who wait to be filled. 
Forgive us, we pray. 
Lead us to work for justice 
for the weak and forgotten. 
Make us messengers of the peace You bring. 
Teach us to be kind to neighbors and enemies alike. 
As we wait for You, turn our indifferent hearts 
into burning actions of loving service. 
Praying in the name of Jesus Christ, Emmanuel.                 (Silent prayer) 
 
 

*Assurance of Grace    
 
   
*Response  #1                                                   GLORIA 

     Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

 
*Passing of the Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you.   
   
 (Children through age five may leave the sanctuary for Children’s Worship Time and 

they may be picked up in the nursery after the worship service.)    
 

                                Proclaiming God’s Word 

 
  

Prayer for Illumination              

Scripture                                        Micah 5:2-5a                                  p. 865 OT                                                                               
The Word of the Lord  
Thanks be to God.    
            
                                                                                            
Sermon                             Waiting With the Prophets;           Rev. Len Carrell 
     A Day of Peace  
 
                                                                        
 
 

  
 
                                                                              

*Hymn #121                O Little Town of Bethlehem                                ST LOUIS   
                                                stanzas 1, 3, & 4        
 
Offertory Anthem E’en So Lord Jesus Quickly Come          Paul Manz 
 

*Response               O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                            
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 
all peoples in one heart and mind; 
bid envy, strife, and discord cease; 

fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

*Prayer of Dedication     
    

    THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
Invitation  
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen 
 
Words of Institution 
 
Sharing the Elements 
 (At the indication of the pastor, we will be invited to   
 partake of the bread together, giving visible expression to  
             the unity we share as Christ’s body. You are invited to   
 partake of the cup as it is served to you.) 
 
Music During Communion:  Es ist ein Ros entsprungen    
                                                (Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming)   
                                                                                                   JOHANNES BRAHMS(1833-1897)                                 
    

Prayer of Response     
      
*Hymn #106                 Prepare the Way, O Zion            BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN 

*Benediction  

Closing Voluntary          Improvisation on Veni, veni, Emmanuel         

 *Congregation, please stand as able 
Liturgical texts for this worship are inspired and guided by the resources of Feasting on 
the Word Worship Companion. (Copyright 2013) and Call to Worship (Copyright 2018) 
 

 


