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To Our Church Family,
Prayers for a kindhearted Advent!
The prophet Micah writes about waiting, unafraid, for that coming day of God, like sitting under vines of a
fig tree watching for them to ripen. Plantings that can sometimes begin to show ripened fruit after three to
five years of good care and time. It is enduring such time of waiting for that which never seems to come,
that in God’s time is sure to come, just as Christ will come again.

Thank you for continuing to Be the Church. I am grateful for all of you in your faithful commitment to our
community of faith and in your generous outreach to our city during this very hard year. This morning I
received a voice message from a woman who wanted to “thank our church for remembering her 91-yearold mother by delivering her a meal on Thanksgiving Day.” She said, “It meant so much to her that she
walked around with the flyer that had a bible verse and poem on her walker for two or three days, showing
it to anyone she could. She was so happy to receive that blessing.”
So very grateful for the deacons who remain faithful and loyal in their important outreach ministries,
especially, this year.
So very grateful for all of you for continuing to be a blessing during this year.

And, I am so extremely grateful for the Session of this church. Each one has been fully present and in
attendance to all of our meetings, sometimes even multiple meetings a month. I continue to pray for them
and thank them for addressing the difficulty of these extraordinary times and the fluidity of changes and
choices this year has presented.
Please keep the church, every member, our ministry partners, our session, our deacons, and our staff in
your Advent prayers.
“...they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore;
but they shall all sit under their own vines and under their own fig trees,
and no one shall make them afraid; for the mouth of the Lord of hosts has spoken.
For all the peoples walk, each in the name of its god,
but we will walk in the name of the Lord our God for ever and ever.” Micah 4:3-5
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Congregational Letter from the Session
Dear Members of First Presbyterian Church,
As you are aware, on November 23 the Session decided to temporarily suspend worship in our sanctuary
because of the COVID-19 pandemic. This was a difficult and painful decision, particularly at this special time
of year when we celebrate Advent and Christmas. This decision was not made lightly.
According to the Tennessee Department of Health, the number of COVID-19 cases is rapidly increasing
across our state, especially here in Maury County. At this time, there have been over 6800 PCR positive
cases and 70 deaths in Maury County, and we have reached a positivity rate of over 20% (nearly double the
positivity rate for Davidson County). Most of these cases and deaths have occurred in the last few months.
Indeed, the virus is not slowing down but seriously increasing.

Several of our members have now contracted this disease. A staff member has tested positive, and as a
result some staff are now in quarantine. Additionally, a significant percentage of our congregation is in the
“at risk” category, where the contraction of this disease may lead to severe consequences. Furthermore,
the sanctuary is an “enclosed” space, where even under the best of circumstances (masks, social distancing,
etc.) the risk increases for those gathered there.
The Session has many responsibilities, but none is more important than assuring the safety of our members
and staff. Please remember that this is a temporary situation and the Session’s decision will be constantly
re-evaluated. All efforts are being made to resume sanctuary worship as soon as possible.
What is being done? The Session is:
•
•
•
•

Establishing criteria for staff and visitors so that the church office may operate safely.
Meeting more frequently to monitor and evaluate the situation.
Investigating upgrades to our video streaming capability to improve our online worship experience.
Looking into providing an “open air” worship service during Christmas week.

Our staff, our pastor, and the Session are working diligently to get us back to “normal” as soon as possible.
In the meantime, the work of the Church goes on. There are still needs to be fulfilled where we can all be
of service to our church, our community, and our Lord.
We ask you for three things: your input, your patience, and your prayers. Please feel free to voice your
concerns and your suggestions to the members of the Session. Please be patient with us. Please pray for us
as we work through this difficult, everchanging situation.

Yours in Christ,
Gloria Dale, Clerk of Session

Christian Education
Living Advent Calendar 2020

For the Fellowship Class.

Please notice the meeting time change.

We hope you enjoy our Living Advent
Calendar for 2020. Each day you will find
suggestions to help you have a meaningful
Advent Season. Please note that the names
on our homebound list include those that
are homebound due to the Covid-19
pandemic. There may be others that aren’t
listed that you would like to send a card to, If
you need an address please call the church
office at 931-388-1985.

Christian Education

Deacons
Congregational
Care and Concern
Many thanks to those of you that placed
flowers in the sanctuary in memory or in
honor of your loved ones in 2020. The sign up
calendar for 2021 will be available soon.

What a pleasant surprise! The youth and their families
from church came and raked my leaves.
Many Thanks!
Sue Dunneback

Our Church uses a prayer chain when we are made aware of
prayer requests and concerns. If you would like to be added to the
prayer chain, please email Renea at rfosterfpc@gmail.com.

How Can We Help You?
We want to be a pastoral presence in your life, is there
anything that we can do for you or your family during this time
of Covid? Do you need help getting your groceries, picking up
medications, or a ride to an appointment? If so, please call the
church office at388-1985 and let us know. There are church
members and staff that are ready to help in any way we can.

Deacons
Deacons
In lieu of participating in the Angel Tree project this Christmas, we will be supporting Santa’s
Workshop, sponsored by the Family Center. We are asking members of the church to
purchase items listed on the flyer below. Items can be dropped off on or before December
11th at the church.

The Family Center needs volunteers to help during the workshop the week of December
15th-18th. The need in the community is very great this year and it will be a busy week. If
you have some time to spare please give them a call at 931-388-3840.

Deacons
The People’s Table
Thank you to everyone who served at the
People’s Table during the month of November. To
our cooks, servers, and cleaners, we are grateful
for you.

Meals on Wheels
The Maury County Senior Citizen’s Center is looking
for drivers to deliver for Meals on Wheels, MondayFriday from 11am-1pm. If interested you can sign up
once a week, once a month, or whatever works best
for you. Please call the Senior Center at (931) 3803950 for more information or to sign up.

The 3rd Annual Mule Drop, benefiting the Center of
Hope, will be held in Downtown Columbia on
Thursday, December 31, 2020 at 6:00 PM – 12:30 AM.

Music and Worship
Please join us for a special virtual musical
service of Lessons and Carols on Sunday,
December 20. The service will feature cantors
from the First Presbyterian Choir singing

Plans are currently being discussed for our
Christmas Eve Service. We will contact you
when they are finalized.

Stewardship
Stewardship 2020
Giving to God
We are in the midst of Stewardship season and entering the season of giving. If you have already made your
pledge for 2021, thank you. If you have not made your pledge, I ask you to prayerfully consider making your
financial contribution for 2021.
By being generous in our financial giving, we express gratitude for the things God is doing in our lives.
Turning in your pledge card indicates your commitment to the mission of the church as it strives to be a
blessing to our members and the local and global communities.
You can turn in your pledge card by dropping it off at the church, via mail, or you can email your pledge to
Carroll Kilgore at ckilgorefpc@gmail.com.
Yours in Christ,
Pat Bridges
Treasurer

